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USDA NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, 

religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or 

family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 

information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 

discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, 

Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-

9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA 

 



COMMENTS WELCOME 
 
The purpose of this initial scoping document is to inform interested and affected parties of the project 

proposal. Comments, ideas, and concerns from the public are important to the design and analysis of 

this project. The comments provided will be utilized in the decision. Comments should be specific, 

within the scope of the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action, and include 

supporting reasons to be considered. Comments would be most useful if they were submitted by August 

1, 2021. 

To obtain additional information or to submit a comment, please contact the following:  

Garret Nuzzo-Jones – Project Lead (540-204-7951) garret.nuzzo-jones@usda.gov 

PURPOSE AND NEED 
 

The Carson Ranger District of the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest is proposing the construction of 
approximately 9.1 miles of new, non-motorized trail in the Jacks Valley Area. Carson Valley Trails 
Association (CVTA) proposed planning and construction of the Jacks Valley Loop as part of the Clear 
Creek Trail system as early as 2009. This trail was originally part of the greater Clear Creek Trail Project, 
was scoped, and ultimately not constructed due to concerns over access at the Jacks Valley South TH. 
This trailhead was not able to be constructed due to the USFS building a fire facility at this location. A 
new alignment is proposed south of the alignment scoped in 2010 which would include a small trailhead 
parking area adjacent to Plymouth Drive. The original alignment of the Jacks Valley Loop and connector 
to James Lee Park are unchanged. 
 
The Jacks Valley area has seen increased non-motorized visitation over the past decade with the current 
forest order (Order Number 04-17-09-06) closing all roads to motorized use. This has resulted in the 
proliferation of social trails, many of which do not meet USFS specifications. As part of the construction 
of the new Jacks Valley Trail CVTA would decommission, within visibility, all social trails that intersect 
the new alignment and sign the intersections appropriately. The construction of a new, properly aligned 
and maintained trail will encourage traffic into a smaller overall corridor and reduce the broader 
footprint of non-motorized use in the Jacks Valley area, which has been noted as important winter range 
for mule deer. 

PROPOSED ACTION 
 

CVTA would construct the new trail that connects the Jacks Valley North TH to James Lee County Park 

with an optional loop and connection to the southern trailhead just south of the existing Forest Service 

Plymouth Work Center. This will be a non-motorized system trail open to hikers, bikers and equestrians. 

This trail will connect into an already existing system trail that has proven to be a very popular 

recreation destination for the public. The original proposal for the Clear Creek Trail system indicated a 

need for recreational opportunities that were easily accessible to the public and with increasing 

population in the Carson Valley that need has persisted. 

The trail is located on National Forest System lands in Douglas County, NV south of Jacks Valley Road 

and west of US 395 on T. 14 N., R. 19 E., secs. 11, 12, 13, 14, 23 and 24; T. 14 N., R. 20 E., secs. 7 and 18. 

mailto:garret.nuzzo-jones@usda.gov


The trail is planned to undergo construction in fall 2021 with completion in 2022. 

Trail and trailhead construction would be accomplished by CVTA volunteers with oversight and support 

from the Carson Ranger District recreation staff. Trail work will be accomplished primarily with hand 

tools. Some power tools (chainsaws, brush trimmers) may be needed to clear the corridor to an 

appropriate standard. 

COMMENT PROCESS 
The Forest Service encourages your substantive comments on this proposed action, along with 

supporting reasons that the responsible official should consider in reaching a decision.   

Comments must be submitted to: 

Garret Nuzzo-Jones 

Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, Carson Ranger District 

1536 S. Carson Street 

Carson City, NV 89701 

garret.nuzzo-jones@usda.gov 

 

Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text 

format (.rtf), and Word (.doc). Please ensure comments have an identifiable name attached. The office 

business hours for those submitting comments in person are: 8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday, 

excluding holidays. 

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who 

comment, will be considered part of the public record for this project and will be available for public 

inspection and will be released if requested under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please visit the following website to view more information about this project and for information on 

how to submit a comment: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=60364 
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